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April Meetings 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sauk Valley Area Chamber of 
 Commerce Directors & Staff 

 
Executive Committee 

President: Alejandro Rivera 
First Vice President: Geoff Wright 

Second Vice President: Josh Johnson 
Treasurer: Dr. Jon Mandrell 
Past President: Pam Fluck 

 
 

Term Ends January 31, 2027 
Emily Buikema, Ward Murray Pace & Johnson 

Mike Ceruzzi, Moore Tire 
Josh Knie, Knie Appliance & TV 

 

Term Ends January 31, 2028 
Alejandro Rivera, RE/MAX Sauk Valley 

Geoff Wright, CGH Medical Center 
Josh Johnson, Whiteside Area Career Center 

Dr. Jon Mandrell, SVCC 
Rebecca Munoz-Ripley, YWCA 

 

Term Ends January 31, 2029 
Pam Fluck, Sauk Valley Bank 

Sandi Cavazos, US Bank 
Cael Sanders, Sterling Federal Bank 

Sami Wiggins, Castor Home Health Solutions 
 
 
 

Staff 
Dallas Knack—Executive Director 

Ronda Borgmann—Financial Specialist 
Chrissy Palacz—Office & Member Relations 

Sarah-Beth Haenitsch—Marketing 
 

 The views expressed by any member of the Chamber do not represent the Sauk Valley Area Cham-
ber of Commerce in any official endorsement or support of any specific elected official or politi-

cal party. Any products, events, statements, views or opinions offered or expressed by members are 
not the products, events, statements, views or opinions of the SVACC, nor endorsed by the Chamber 

or its membership at large.  

April 9  Ambassadors 

April 14  Exec 

April 16  Hispanic Business Leaders 

April 16  Business After Hours 

April 21  Board 

April 21  Agri-business Committee 

 
 
 

 

New Perks for Chamber Investor Members 
 

Many of our members go the extra mile by investing 
beyond their standard membership through our 110% 
Investor and 150% Leadership Investor levels (as 
recognized on page 3). These members help strengthen 
the Chamber’s ability to advocate for businesses, 
provide professional development, and create 
meaningful connections throughout our community. 
 
To show our appreciation, we’re excited to introduce 
additional recognition and marketing perks for our 
Investor Members. These added benefits include 
opportunities like newsletter spotlights, social media 
features, priority event registration, and more. 
 
Even better—these benefits apply retroactively for all 
current 110% and 150% Investor Members for the 2026 
membership year. If you’re already an Investor Member, 
thank you! Our team will be reaching out throughout the 
year to help you take advantage of your new perks. 
 
Not yet an Investor Member but interested in gaining 
additional visibility while supporting the Chamber’s 
mission? You can upgrade your membership at any time 
during the year. 
 
110% Investor Benefits Include: 

• Year-long recognition as a 110% Investor in the Chamber 
newsletter 

• One complimentary newsletter insert ad during the year 
(artwork must be provided to the chamber office) 

• Priority registration for select Chamber events 
 
150% Leadership Investor Benefits Include: 

• All 110% Investor benefits, plus: 

• Two complimentary tickets to the Annual Dinner 

• Two complimentary ad blasts during the year (artwork must be 
provided to the chamber office) 

• Early access to sponsorship opportunities for select Chamber 
events 

 
Thank you to the many businesses that continue to 
invest in the success of our Chamber and the Sauk Valley 
business community. 

A Message from the Director 



Investor Update April 2026 
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We would like to give special recognition to the following 
groups who provide extra support to the Sauk Valley Area 
Chamber of Commerce. This extra effort and support is truly 
appreciated. If you have the opportunity to express your 
sincere appreciation to these members, please do so! 

Over $1000 Invested 
Central Bank Illinois 
CGH Medical Center 
Community State Bank 
Farmer’s National Bank 
Midland States Bank 
Sauk Valley Bank 
Select Employees Credit Union 
Sterling Federal Bank 
The IFH Group 
US Bank 
Wahl Clipper Corp. 
Wal-Mart DC #7024 
Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson 

 

Helm Civil  
Hill's Electric Motor Service, Inc. 
Lance's Plumbing 
LK Design Source  
Loescher HVAC 
M5 Industries, LLC 
Mattox Insurance Agency 

 
RE/MAX Sauk Valley 
Reagan Mass Transit District 
Rock River Hospice & Home 
Select Employees Credit Union 
Stratus Networks 
Surf Internet 
United Craftsmen 

150% Leadership Investors  

 
Allure of Sterling 
Altran Magnetics 
Astec Industries 
Bargain Exterminators 
Best Cob  
Bollman Auto Center  
Brown Construction Company 

Bushel Basket Candle Co., Inc. 
Compeer Financial 
Dennis Electric of Tampico, Inc. 
Gold Star Cleaning LLC 
Hollyhock Hill Farms 
Kiwanis Club of Sterling 
N&C Cleaning 
Rock River Lumber & Grain 

Sauk Valley CPR 
Scholl Insurance Agency, Inc. 
SERVPRO of Sterling 
Showplace Antiques & Treasures 
Smeltzer Insurance Agency 
St. Vincent DePaul Society 
The Mertes Law Firm, P.C. 

110% Investors  

A Cut Above 
Altran Magnetics 
Bardier & Ramirez Real Estate  
Boss Roofing-Siding Experts 
Brent's Upholstery & Auto Accessories 
Faith Baptist Church 
First Christian Church of Sterling 
Folsom's Bakery, Inc. 
Johnson Oil Company 
Main Squeeze  
Manpower 
McFalls Berge & Associates 

Mosaic Theatre Troupe 
Resthave Care & Rehabilitation 
Rock River Energy Services Co. 
Russ & Carol Siefken 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
St. Vincent DePaul Society 
Stateline Solar  
Sterling Noon Rotary 
Sterling Optimist Club 
The Cornerstone Agency, Brian Hawkins Insurance 
Winter Construction, Inc. 

INVESTOR RENEWALS 

NEW INVESTORS 

A Cut Above 
705 E 3rd St., Sterling 
815-564-7404 

Action Roofing & Exterior 
601 W 3rd St., Sterling 
563-212-0004 

WSI - Wallin Group 
517 N Dixon Ave., Dixon 
812-557-3201 



 

 

Ambassador Spotlight: Karen Voss, Morningside of Sterling 
 

Karen Voss is the Business Office Manager at Morningside of Sterling, an assisted living and 
memory care community. 
 

Morningside of Sterling is an assisted living and memory care community with 
compassionate team members available 24 hours a day to deliver personalized service for 
every resident. Residents can enjoy restaurant-style dining, a range of social and educational activities, in 
house beauty salon, activity room, transportation for errands and appointments, laundry, and 
housekeeping, and is pet friendly. 
 

The Memory Care Unit supports residents and their families navigating Alzheimer’s and Dementia with 
specialized programming, that provides individualized attention for each resident, including recreational 
and occupational activities that keep them engaged. 
 

Karen became an ambassador in 1999, wanting to be connected to the community and its leaders. Since 
becoming involved with the chamber she has served on the Golf, Sights & Sounds, Bowling, Carnival, and 
100th Anniversary Committees over the years and served 9 years on the Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee. Currently she is serving as the club’s Co-Chair. She is also a member of the Rock Falls Rotary 
Club, the Dixon Elks Club, Messiah Lutheran Church and served on the board of directors at Christ 
Lutheran School. She believes in the mission of helping businesses and organizations in all sectors in the 
Sauk Valley area grow and prosper. 
 
 
Ambassador Spotlight: Keenan Dickman, TBK Bank 
 

Howdy, I'm Keenan Dickman, Branch Manager of TBK Bank serving the Sauk Valley 
Community with financial services that cater to all ages! Throughout my years of banking, I 
have grown a love for community relations. My career has been shaped by growth, 
leadership, and a strong desire to make a difference. I spent two and a half years as an 
Assistant Branch Manager before stepping into a Branch Manager role, where I’ve learned 
that leadership is not just about hitting goals — it’s about building people. Watching my team grow, gain 
confidence, and succeed has been one of the most rewarding parts of my journey. Banking, to me, is 
about relationships. Every conversation is an opportunity to build trust and truly help someone move 
forward, whether financially or professionally. That same passion for connection is what led me to serve as 
a Chamber Ambassador. 
 

Although I have only been a Chamber Ambassador for only a short period of time, I look forward to having 
the privileges of welcoming new businesses to the community, support local events, and strengthen 
relationships within our community. I'm excited for the opportunities being a Chamber Ambassador will 
open for me, the new people I will meet, and making a difference in the community we all get to call 
home! 
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Chamber Ambassadors 

Allie Johnston – University of Illinois Extension 

Brian Hawkins—Brian Hawkins Insurance,  

                            The Cornerstone Agency 

Cael Sanders—Sterling Federal Bank 

Erik Eaglin—Sauk Valley Bank 

Esther Douglas —CGH Medical Center 

Ethan Harrington—Ken Nelson Auto Group 

John Kelly—Culver’s of Rock Falls 

Karen Voss – Morningside of Sterling 

Keenan Dickman—TBK Bank 

Lyndsey Kelly—Sauk Valley Community College 

Mary White – Community State Bank 

Opal Sundrani—RE/MAX Sauk Valley 

Sami Wiggins — Castor Home Nursing 

Tygen Bausman—Sauk Valley Bank 
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Ribbon Cutting 

Business After Hours 
On March 19 JJM Printing hosted a wonderful opportunity for our members to connect. Members also had 
the opportunity to explore JJM’s facility and view all of the exciting things the business has going on. 
Thanks JJM for a wonderful evening!  
 
See you next month at RiverWorks Coworking on April 16.  

Bardier & Ramirez Real Estate 
New location!  

2202 Locust St., Sterling  
815-716-3604  

Miss Molly’s School of Music 
2000 Locust St., Sterling 

319-464-2861 

Artisan Oven 
3203 E. Lincolnway., Sterling 

815-213-7004 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi348i9vNjZAhUB6IMKHdi8AfQQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpatthebaker.com%2Fhome%2Fwhite-bread%2Fwhite-bread-detail%2F&psig=AOvVaw1czAWFggxqICmzY8pj7FI2&ust=1520452255015212


 

Congratulations to  
Folsom’s Bakery for receiving 

March’s Customer Service Award! 
They were nominated for going above and beyond for 

their customers! 
Their nominator said: "I stopped into Folsom’s Bakery 
and was really impressed by the way the owner, Jim, 
handled everything. You can tell he   genuinely cares 
about his customers and takes pride in what he does. 

It didn’t feel rushed or transactional - just honest, 
friendly service that made the whole experience 

memorable. That level of care and attention sets Jim 
and Folsom's Bakery apart."  

Stop by Folsom's at 319 1st Ave., Rock Falls.  
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Guest Editorial 
Written by:  Christy Zepezauer, Executive Director, Woodlawn Arts Academy 

CSA Sponsored by: 

Step Into the Winner’s Circle — Celebrate, Give Back, and Make a Difference! 
 

Get ready for an unforgettable evening! Woodlawn Arts Academy invites you to “The Winner’s Circle,” a Kentucky 
Derby–themed fundraiser on Friday, May 1, 2026, at 6:00 PM in the J. Mark Beaty Performance Center. This special 
event celebrates the Academy’s 20-year run of providing quality educational opportunities through the arts within the 
Sauk Valley Community—and we want you to be part of it. 
 

Enjoy a lively night filled with: 
• Delicious heavy hors d’oeuvres 
• Cash bar and spirited drink auctions 
• Exciting games and Derby-themed activities 
• Silent auction and 50/50 drawing 
• Dessert Dash and the crowd-favorite Art Dash 
• And plenty of surprises along the way! 
 

Dress to impress! Break out your boldest hats and sharpest bowties—prizes will be awarded for Best Hat and Best 
Dressed.  As you celebrate, take in our Summer Art Exhibit opening, showcasing cherished memories, past programs, 
and the incredible impact Woodlawn Arts Academy has had over the past two decades. New this year, we are offering 
an Art Dash!  For an additional $50, you can join this high-energy experience where participants race to claim          
stunning, one-of-a-kind artwork created by talented local artists. Spots are limited—and the excitement is unmatched! 
 

Your presence at this event matters! When you attend, you’re doing more than enjoying a fun night out, you’re        
investing in the future of the arts in our community. All proceeds benefit Woodlawn Arts Academy.  Nearly one-third 
of Woodlawn Arts Academy’s funding is dependent on events like this, donations, and grants. Your support helps    
provide meaningful educational opportunities and keeps the arts thriving for all ages.  Reserve your spot Today!     
Tickets are $50 (cash or check only) and must be purchased in person at Woodlawn Arts Academy.  Space is limited—
don’t wait to secure your place at the starting gate! Come celebrate, connect, and champion the arts. We can’t wait to 
see you in the Winner’s Circle! 
 

For more information or sponsorship details, contact Christy Zepezauer, Executive Director, 
at czepezauer@woodlawnartsacademy.com or 815-626-4278. 
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Kiley Gaither, Dixon High School Senior, created Kiley’s Charm Bar with customizable charm bracelets where   
customers can design jewelry that reflects their personal style and personality. 
 

Diamond Dining Experience, owned by Jayvian Herwig, brings luxury to fine foods locally.  
 

Dawson Deets, junior at Milledgeville High School, is the owner of Blue Ribbon Cake Pops and sells delicious cake 
pops in a variety of flavors which are decorated in blue for Type 1 Diabetes education.  
 

Detailed by Dinges, owned by Jake Dinges, provides mobile detailing to the Sauk Valley area.   
 

Jozlynn Castro, a junior at Milledgeville High School, is the owner of CHRGD which sells energy drinks and        
lemonade that are enhanced with visually engaging add-ins including edible glitter and strawberry boba. 
 

Vintage Vault, founded by Jake Zepezauer sells high quality vintage clothing at an affordable price. 
 

STICKW/ME, owned by Daniela Lovett, is a safe and natural lotion stick with easy, mess-free application for all 
skin types.  
 

BlissBerry, founded by senior Reese Dambman, is your go-to destination for delicious acai bowls packed with  
antioxidants and vitamins to fuel your health and wellness journey. 
 

Exhale is founded by Owen Belzer and dedicated to providing everyone with shower steamers designed to boost 
recovery. 
 

Owner of DOGS CAFE Byron Grobe of Polo Community High School, makes 5 health benefiting treats for dogs.  
 

The Tradition Co., owned by Ava Schluter of Eastland High School, carries the foundation of food forward with 
real ingredients, offering both convenience and peace of mind.  
 

Daniel Ramirez, senior at Dixon High School, owns Gleam Team Window Washing, proudly serving Dixon and its 
surrounding areas with exceptional window cleaning. 
 

With aesthetics and homemade products, Madolynn Kirby has created Hey You Literary with curated          
presentations of blind-date-with-a-book kits, annotation kits, and unique bookmarks. 
 

Quinnsadillas, founded by Quinn Flanagan, is a quesadilla stand that is sure to make your experience                 
unforgettable with its special sauce and great ingredients. 
 

Addison Janssen of Milledgeville High School is the owner of Cocoa Crave which sells brownies with your choice 
of topping to go along with it!  

WACC CEO students are gearing up for the Trade Show at Northland Mall in Sterling. 
Here’s a sneak peek of what you can expect!  

Come out and support your local students on April 29 & 30! 
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CEO Program continued 
 
Micki Worrell, a senior from Dixon High School presents Sun•Rise Sun•Scents, a homemade candle company 
that provides a variety of fragrances to leave your home smelling fresh. 
 

Haleigh Dale of Newman Central Catholic High School is the creator of Daleigh Slimes, offering three different 
types of slime, each with unique scents, colors, and textures designed to fill your daleigh gaps of boredom!  
 

Jems n Gels, created by Jenna Grater of Morrison High School, brings you salon quality press-on nails perfect for 
busy women and students, created to match your personal vibe without taking up your time. 
 

Emmaline Burger, a senior at Newman Central Catholic Highschool, is the proud owner of Ryse & Shine,  
specializing in creating homemade fresh artisanal bread to overcome the doubt in wondering where your food is 
truly coming from. 
 

Patty’s Pies, is created by a Junior at Eastland High School, Wyatt Carroll, because he believes pies should come 
from grandma’s oven, not a chemistry lab. 
 

Homegrown Heat, owned by Charles Nawrocki, a Junior at Sterling High School, is a salsa company focusing on 
fresh ingredients, homemade products and a unique flavor that leaves the customer feeling fresh. 
 

Jonathan Podolski, junior at Sterling High School, is the owner of Smackin Mac, selling Mac & Cheese at a bar 
styled booth with Mac so cheesy you’ll definitely be coming back for more. 
 

Trail Stonitsch of Rock Falls Township High School is the founder of T Gainz, offering flavor varieties of protein 
balls, each packed with real ingredients, clean energy, and to top it all off there is no crash!   
 

Tynlee Williams, a junior at Sterling High School, is the founder of Shore Scent, a beach-inspired candle business 
creating relaxing coastal scents while donating $1 from every candle sold to the WOAH Therapeutic Riding      
Center in Morrison, Illinois. 
 

Olivia Castillo, Junior at Sterling High School, created Yours Truly in order to provide handmade one-of-a-kind 
patchwork pieces that you won’t find in retail stores. 
 

Rebecca Boesen, a junior at Newman Central Catholic High School, is the creator of Hooked & Co., a bag charms 
business that allows you to buy pre-made or customize your very own. 
 

Personal and themed mini photo shoots is the service provided by Captured by Lilly B, founded by Lilly Swatos, 
a senior at Prophetstown High School. 
 

Paige LaShelle, a senior at Morrison High School is the owner of ScentStop, a unique car air freshener business, 
offering six different scents that leave you wanting to stop back for more.  
 

Samara Bielenberg, a senior at Fulton High School, is the founder of Charmed by Faith, a customizable jewelry 
business that designs charm necklaces reminding young women to carry their faith, hope, and story wherever 
they go. 
 

Brecken Hayden, a junior at Eastland High School, founded What’s Poppin’, a caramel corn business that         
focuses on providing fresh and great tasting popcorn while adding a fun aspect to the packaging. 
 

Brady Berlin, a junior at Sterling High School, founded Rock River Restorations, offering window cleaning and 
pressure washing services including frames, sills, screens, and exterior surfaces to keep homes looking their 
best. 
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Sauk Valley Community Leadership Program (SVCLP) 
 Written by Laura Carbaugh, SVCLP Facilitator 
 

We appreciate the Whiteside Area Career Center for hosting the Sauk Valley Community Leadership Program 
on March 4. We began the morning with Natalie Pratt, Illinois Association FFA President, from Amboy,       
Illinois. Natalie dazzled us with an overview of FFA from all angles--she could answer any question with great 
poise and confidence. We were thrilled she could find the time to spend us in her whirlwind year as          
President. 
 

Next, we participated in an eye-opening, powerful Q & A with a panel of local   
education leaders: Lindsy Stumpenhorst,  Whiteside    
Area Career Center principal; Ron McCord,                     
Superintendent, Rock Falls High School; and Sarah 
McFarlane, Program Director of SVCC Adult Ed and     
Project VITAL, Sauk Valley Community College. 
 

After the panel, Josh Johnson, Whiteside Area Career 
Center Director, gave the cohort a comprehensive tour 
of the incredible career and technical programs available 
to area students. WACC Culinary Arts students provided 
a delicious luncheon. 
 

March 18th's session began at John Thomas, Inc. with a 
discussion and tour of JTI with Tom Dvorak, General 
Manager of JTI. John Thomas, Inc. designs and            
manufactures portable traffic signals, automated flagger 
assistance devices (AFADs) and other solutions that make roadways safer. We then 
traveled to UPM Raflatac for a panel discussion on leadership in the manufacturing 
community. The panel included an insightful conversation about leadership in the 
manufacturing world: Steve Meiners, Vice President of Crest Foods, Ashton, IL.; Luke 
Coers, General Manufacturing Manager at Sewer Equipment, Dixon, IL; and Eric     
Fiessinger, General Manager of UPM Raflatac. Eric, the general manager of the Dixon Plant, along with his 
team took us on a guided tour. Did you know that UPM's automation, safety protocols, and robotics create 
enough label materials in a year that could wrap the earth 6 times?  

Alley Loop provided a delicious lunch of some of 
their best offerings! What a day!  

 

 
 

Applications for the 2026-2027  

cohort are now open! 

 

Want to learn more about the Sauk Valley  

Community Leadership Program?  

 

Learn more at svleadership.org. 



 
 

 
 

This semester the SVACC had the opportunity of visiting two 8th grade classrooms at Morrison Junior High to 
pilot our Certificate of Employability program with a middle school audience. We are so grateful for our 
amazing local business leaders who took time out of their days to stop by and talk about career exploration 
and soft skills. We worked through skills that are essential in the workplace such as communication,         
teamwork, adaptability, flexibility, reliability. We also worked 
on handshakes, eye contact, and professional introductions! 
 

Thank you to our guests: 
Brian Hawkins, The Cornerstone Agency, Brian Hawkins Insurance 
Jamie Alexander and Jack Conroy, YMCA 
Cassandra Graham, Arnulfo Valdivia, and Dawn Castillo, Sauk 
Valley Bank 
Joanna Thiede, Walmart DC 
Anna Garcia, Steel River Systems 
Dana Chacon and Kim Ewoldsen, Sauk Valley Community College 
The SVACC Agribusiness Committee members:  
Laura Cary, Sterling Federal Bank 
Emma Gilbert, Compeer Financial 

Workforce Development 
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 Non-profit Roundtable 
 In March the SVACC hosted a roundtable for our non-profit members. This 
meeting provided an opportunity for organizations to have a sounding board, 
ask questions and opinions of each other, and share time with likeminded       

individuals. We are exploring options for continuing this 
conversation with a quarterly meeting.  
If you are interested in attending, email  
Dallas at director@saukvalleyareachamber.com 
to join the distribution list. 

 
 

Toast and Plate Catering is a full-service catering company based in Sterling, Illinois, proudly operating out 
of the Kitchen Incubator of Northwest IL. We specialize in creating memorable food experiences for         
weddings, private events, office gatherings, bagel brunches, and more.  
  

In addition to catering, Chef Adrian Sandoval offers hands-on cooking classes hosted in the        
incubator kitchen, giving our community a unique opportunity to learn, connect, and experience 
food in an interactive way. We are widely known for our Fresh Pasta and Farm to Table cooking 
classes in the summer and fall. Visit Facebook and our website for more. 
www.toastandplate.square.site 
 

Our brand also includes Blue Street Bagels, our artisan bagel line, which 
can be found every Saturday at the Twin City Farmers Market and daily at 
Airplay Espresso & Bakery on 3rd Street in Sterling. 

Member Spotlight 
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