


-Provide Value to Membership 
-Strengthen the Local Community 
-Enhance Community Leadership 
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The chamber of commerce exists
to be a catalyst for business

growth, a convener for leaders
and influencers, and a champion

for stronger communities.

Enthusiasm
Leadership

Integrity
Honesty

Commitment

Mission
To Enhance the Economic

Climate and Quality of Life in
the Sauk Valley Area. 

Guiding
Principals

Values
Strategic
Priorities

A letter from the Director:
Thank you for investing in the SVACC. This organization exists because you, as investors, believe in and
allow us to work on your behalf to fulfill our mission: “To Enhance the Economic Climate and Improve the
Quality of Life in the Sauk Valley Area”. Your financial resources, guidance, engagement, time, and
commitment help us to address key strategic priorities with the goal of helping your
business/organization and the Sauk Valley thrive.

This past year we had an increase in member engagement as attendance at our Business After Hours
events, Annual Dinner, PWN Workshops, and Steak Fry in the Country all increased from prior years. We
focused on issues such as workforce, childcare, the Sterling Riverfront Reimagined project, and provided
resources and advocacy regarding local, state, and federal topics as well as legislation that impacted our
members. In November we were awarded a 5 Star Accreditation from the United States Chamber of
Commerce, putting the SVACC in the top 3% of Chambers in the country!

In 2024, we will prioritize engaging our members; providing information, resources, and support in
regard to legislative issues; providing professional development; and working to help your business or
organization. We will continue to ensure the business community is part of key conversations and action
planning regarding Sterling Riverfront Reimagined, Workforce Development, childcare discussions, and
continue to promote shop local throughout the year.

-Kͣ˅ΐ ū̥ɞ˱ʂᴯ  ϠʂɥαΡ˅ϓʂ t˅ͣʂɥΡ̥ͣ
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2023 Board of Directors: 

Lance Buser - Walmart DC #7024
Sandi Cavazos - US Bank
Tim Determan – Pinney Printing
Pam Fluck – Self Help Enterprises
Ryan Olson – Ward Murray Pace & Johnson
Josh Johnson – Whiteside Area Career Center
Kristina Kaecker - Kunes RV
Dave Knie – Knie Appliance and TV
Rebecca Munoz-Ripley – YWCA of the Sauk Valley
Steve Munson - retired
Violet Nava - Sauk Valley Bank
Jon Mandrell – Sauk Valley Community College
Alejandro Rivera – RE/MAX Sauk Valley
Geoff Wright – CGH Medical Center
Katie Whitehead - HALO Branded Solutions

A Letter from the Board President:

Thanks to the continued support and
loyalty of our members and the
community, the Sauk Valley Area
Chamber celebrated many successes in
2023. With over 400 members, your
businesses and organizations play a vital
role in the progress and advancement of
the Sauk Valley. As we embark on 2024,
which is off to a great start, we eagerly
anticipate another year of growth,
opportunity, and collaboration. We wish
you all the best in the year ahead.

Dr. Jon Mandrell
SVCC

LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP





community involvement
SVACC
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Community Investment:
Community Investment $68,924.00 given
back, including: 

$21,750.00 for scholarships 
$47,174.00 to education, non profit 

       organizations & service clubs

122 Individuals Volunteered on a
chamber committee in 2023.

263 members volunteered at
community events.

In the Community:
The SVACC works to impact change as
part of these initiatives

Certificate of Employability Workshop
Child Care Task Force
NCI Works Local Workforce Board
Sauk Valley Keystone Group
Sauk Valley Leadership Program
Sterling Riverfront Commission
Regional Manufacturing Group
WACC CEO program
Whiteside County Healthier
Communities Partnership
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highlights from 2023
SVACC
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57th annual Charles Farnham Golf Outing.
Thanks to the incredible support of sponsors
and 128 golfers, this event raised funds for
business scholarships and supports local

workforce development efforts.

70th annual Fiesta Parade & Celebration. 
Over 4,000 people enjoyed a day of
celebrating Hispanic heritage in the 
Sauk Valley at the Fiesta Parade and
Celebration at Grandon Civic Center.

Steak Fry in the Country. 
Held in August, this event welcomed
over 380 supporters, and raised over
$40,000 to support Ag education in

the Sauk Valley.

Manufacturing Dinner. 
Over 180 supporters of the manufacturing

industry joined together at the fifth annual event
to celebrate manufacturing in the Sauk Valley.

The Education Committee continued to
develop the chamber's Certificate of

Employability workshops. Focusing on
essential skills and career pathways in the

Sauk Valley this initiative continues to grow
and bridge the gap between education and

employers. This year, 100 high school
students completed the program.

The Professional Women's
Network organized two

incredible workshops in 2023.
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SVACC
initiatives in action

Iă ŔŒŔŕ Ģç× w¯ ,, ĔėĉĲêÓ×Ó ĲÀüħ× Ģĉ Ă×ĂÌ×ėěçêĔ Ģçėĉħâç ĉĔĔĉėĢħăêĢê×ěǣ

TO CONNECT Ģçėĉħâç +ħěêă×ěě áĢ×ė FĉħėěǢ Ģç× ăăħÀü 2êăă×ė ÀăÓ ^××ĢêăâǢ Aĉüá eħĢêăâǢ âėêÌħěêă×ěě
wĢ×Àù @ėĹ êă Ģç× ,ĉħăĢėĹǢ ^ÀăħáÀÍĢħėêăâ 2êăă×ėǢ ÀăÓ ĲÀėêĉħě ÍĉĂĂêĢĢ×× ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀĢêĉăǡ
TO LEARN ÌĹ ÀĢĢ×ăÓêăâ Ģĳĉ pėĉá×ěěêĉăÀü °ĉĂ×ăȂě _×Ģĳĉėù ĳĉėùěçĉĔěǢ X×âêěüÀĢêĲ× ¤ĔÓÀĢ×ě ĳêĢç Ģç×
¤ăêĢ×Ó wĢÀĢ× ,çÀĂÌ×ė ĉá ,ĉĂĂ×ėÍ× ÀăÓ Iüüêăĉêě ,çÀĂÌ×ė ĉá ,ĉĂĂ×ėÍ×Ǣ ÀăÓ À XħăÍç ȏ X×Àėă ĉă ěĢÀĢ×
ü×âêěüÀĢêĉă êĂĔÀÍĢêăâ ĉħė Ă×ĂÌ×ėěǡ
TO ENGAGE Ģçėĉħâç â×ĢĢêăâ êăĲĉüĲ×Ó ÀăÓ êĂĔÀÍĢêăâ ÍçÀăâ× ÌĹ ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀĢêăâ ĉă ĉă× ĉá Ģç× ,çÀĂÌ×ė
ÍĉĂĂêĢĢ××ěǢ Ģç× ,çêüÓÍÀė× ~Àěù @ĉėÍ×Ǣ ^ÀăħáÀÍĢħėêăâ ¯êėĢħÀü sĉħăÓĢÀÌü×ěǢ wêâçĢě ÀăÓ wĉħăÓěǢ ÀăÓ FĉĢ
2ĉâ 2ÀĹěǡ
TO PROMOTE Ģç×êė Ìħěêă×ěě ĉė ĉėâÀăêľÀĢêĉă Ģçėĉħâç ėêÌÌĉă ÍħĢĢêăâěǢ ÀÓÌüÀěĢěǢ Ģç× w¯ ,, _×ĳěü×ĢĢ×ėǢ ÀăÓ
ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀĢêăâ êă ă×ĳ ė×ěêÓ×ăĢ êăáĉėĂÀĢêĉă ĔÀÍù×Ģěǡ

°× ÍĉăĢêăħ×Ó Ģĉ ÀÓĲĉÍÀĢ× áĉė ĉħė Ă×ĂÌ×ėě ÀĢ Ģç× üĉÍÀüǢ ěĢÀĢ×Ǣ ÀăÓ ăÀĢêĉăÀü ü×Ĳ×ü ĉă ė×ü×ĲÀăĢ
Ìħěêă×ěě êěěħ×ěǡ eėâÀăêľêăâ üĉÍÀü ÍÀăÓêÓÀĢ× áĉėħĂě áĉė ×ü×ÍĢ×Ó ĉááêÍêÀüěǢ ěħĔĔĉėĢêăâ Ģç× °,F,p
ü×âêěüÀĢêĲ× üħăÍç×ĉăǢ ÀăÓ çĉěĢêăâ ĳĉėùěçĉĔě ĉă ěĢÀĢ× ÀăÓ á×Ó×ėÀü ü×âêěüÀĢêĲ× êěěħ×ě Àė× À á×ĳ ĉá Ģç×
ĳÀĹě ĳ× ÀÓĲĉÍÀĢ×Ó áĉė ĉħė Ă×ĂÌ×ėě êă ŔŒŔŕǡ

Strengthen the Local Community
~ç× ,çÀĂÌ×ė ĳĉėù×Ó Óêüêâ×ăĢüĹ Ģĉ ù××Ĕ Ģç× wÀħù ¯Àüü×Ĺ ĂĉĲêăâ áĉėĳÀėÓ ÀăÓ ×ăěħėêăâ Ģç× Ìħěêă×ěě
ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹ ĳÀě ĔÀėĢ ĉá ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹ êăêĢêÀĢêĲ×ěǡ ĉĲ×ė Ģç× ĔÀěĢ Ĺ×Àėǡ

°ĉėùáĉėÍ× 2×Ĳ×üĉĔĂ×ăĢ êăêĢêÀĢêĲ×ě ÍĉăĢêăħ×Ó Ģĉ ĂÀù× Àă êĂĔÀÍĢǢ Íĉăă×ÍĢêăâ Ģç× Ìħěêă×ěě ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹ
ÀăÓ ×ÓħÍÀĢêĉăǢ ×ĂĔüĉĹ×ėě ÀăÓ ěĢħÓ×ăĢěǡ œŒŒ ěĢħÓ×ăĢě áėĉĂ üĉÍÀü çêâç ěÍçĉĉüě ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀĢ×Ó êă Ģç× w¯ ,,
,×ėĢêáêÍÀĢ× ĉá 6ĂĔüĉĹÀÌêüêĢĹ °ĉėùěçĉĔ Ģĉ âÀêă êăáĉėĂÀĢêĉă ĉă üĉÍÀü ÍÀė××ė ĔÀĢçĳÀĹě ÀăÓ ×ěě×ăĢêÀü ěùêüüě
ă××Ó×Ó êă Ģç× ĳĉėùĔüÀÍ×ǡ
eĲ×ė ȢŔœǢŒŒŒ êă ěÍçĉüÀėěçêĔě ĳÀě ÀüüĉÍÀĢ×Ó ÌĹ Ģç× w¯ ,, Ģĉ üĉÍÀü ěĢħÓ×ăĢě Ĕħėěħêăâ ÍÀė××ėě êă
ÀâėêÍħüĢħė×Ǣ Ìħěêă×ěěǢ ĉė ĂÀăħáÀÍĢħėêăâǡ wÍçĉüÀėěçêĔě ĳ×ė× Àüěĉ ÀüüĉÍÀĢ×Ó áĉė À ěĢħÓ×ăĢ ĉá FêěĔÀăêÍ
ç×ėêĢÀâ×ǡ
~ç× w¯ ,, ÍĉăĲ×ă×Ó ù×Ĺ ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹ ĔÀėĢă×ėě Àě ĔÀėĢ ĉá Ģç× ,çêüÓÍÀė× ~Àěù @ĉėÍ× Ģĉ ÀÓÓė×ěě üĉÍÀü
ÍçêüÓÍÀė× ÍçÀüü×ăâ×ě ÀăÓ Ó×Ĳ×üĉĔ ěĉüħĢêĉăě ÌĹ ×ăâÀâêăâ ×ĂĔüĉĹ×ėěǢ ×ÓħÍÀĢêĉă ěĹěĢ×ĂěǢ ÍçêüÓÍÀė×
ĔėĉĲêÓ×ėěǢ ÀăÓ ĉėâÀăêľÀĢêĉăě ĳĉėùêăâ ĳêĢç öĉÌ ě××ù×ėěǡ ~ç× ,çÀĂÌ×ė ×ăâÀâ×Ó ×ü×ÍĢ×Ó ĉááêÍêÀüě êă Ģçêě
êăêĢêÀĢêĲ× ÀăÓ ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀĢ×Ó êă ÍĉăĲ×ėěÀĢêĉăě ĳêĢç 2,@w ÀăÓ I2Fwǡ
ě ĔÀėĢ ĉá Ģç× wĢ×ėüêăâ sêĲ×ėáėĉăĢ ,ĉĂĂêěěêĉăǢ Ģç× ,çÀĂÌ×ė ÍĉüüÀÌĉėÀĢ×Ó ĳêĢç Ģç× ,êĢĹ ĉá wĢ×ėüêăâ áĉė

ÍĉăĢêăħ×Ó Ĕėĉâė×ěě ĉă Ģç× wĢ×ėüêăâ sêĲ×ėáėĉăĢ s×êĂÀâêă×Ó Ĕėĉö×ÍĢǡ

Enhance Community Leadership
~ç× ,çÀĂÌ×ė ÍĉăĢêăħ×Ó Ģĉ ĔėĉĂĉĢ× ÀăÓ ěħĔĔĉėĢ ü×ÀÓ×ėěçêĔ êăêĢêÀĢêĲ×ě ĢçėĉħâçĉħĢ Ģç× wÀħù ¯Àüü×Ĺǡ

_ĉĳ êă êĢě ŚĢç Ĺ×ÀėǢ Ģç× wÀħù ¯Àüü×Ĺ ,ĉĂĂħăêĢĹ X×ÀÓ×ėěçêĔ pėĉâėÀĂ ÍĉăĢêăħ×ě Ģĉ ĔėĉĲêÓ× êăÍė×ÓêÌü×
ĉĔĔĉėĢħăêĢê×ě áĉė Ĕėĉá×ěěêĉăÀü ÀăÓ Ĕ×ėěĉăÀü âėĉĳĢçǡ ~ç× ŔŒŔŔǲŔŕ ÍĉçĉėĢ âėÀÓħÀĢ×Ó Ŕœ ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀăĢě ÀăÓ
Ģç× áÀüü ĉá ŔŒŔŕ ĳ×üÍĉĂ×Ó œŗ ă×ĳ ĔÀėĢêÍêĔÀăĢě Ģĉ Ģç× ĔėĉâėÀĂǡ
Iă êĢě œœĢç Ĺ×ÀėǢ Ģç× ° ,, ,6e ĔėĉâėÀĂ ÍĉăĢêăħ×ě Ģĉ ĔėĉĲêÓ× Àė×À çêâç ěÍçĉĉüě ěĢħÓ×ăĢě À ħăêĖħ×
×ĸĔ×ėê×ăÍ× Ģĉ ×ĸĔüĉė× ×ăĢė×Ĕė×ă×ħėěçêĔǢ ü×Àėă Ăĉė× ÀÌĉħĢ ÍÀė××ė ĔÀĢçĳÀĹě êă Ģç× wÀħù ¯Àüü×ĹǢ ÀăÓ Ă××Ģ
ù×Ĺ ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹ ü×ÀÓ×ėěǡ
wÀħù ¯Àüü×Ĺ V×ĹěĢĉă× AėĉħĔ êě Àă êăêĢêÀĢêĲ× ĢçÀĢ Ìėêăâě Ģĉâ×Ģç×ė A×ă×ėÀĢêĉă » ÀăÓ ^êüü×ăăêÀüě êăĢ×ė×ěĢ×Ó êă
â×ĢĢêăâ êăĲĉüĲ×Ó êă Ģç× ÍĉĂĂħăêĢĹǡ Iă ŔŒŔŕ ĢĉĔêÍě ĉá êăĢ×ė×ěĢ êăÍüħÓ×Ó çĉħěêăâǢ üêĲÀÌêüêĢĹǮĖħÀüêĢĹ ĉá üêá×
ÀĂ×ăêĢê×ěǢ ÀăÓ Ģç× wĢ×ėüêăâ sêĲ×ėáėĉăĢ Ó×Ĳ×üĉĔĂ×ăĢǡ


