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A letter from the Director:

Thank you for investing in the SVACC. This organization exists because you, as investors, believe in and
allow us to work on your behalf to fulfill our mission: “To Enhance the Economic Climate and Improve the
Quality of Life in the Sauk Valley Area”. Your financial resources, guidance, engagement, time, and
commitment help us to address key strategic priorities with the goal of helping your
business/organization and the Sauk Valley thrive.

This past year we had an increase in member engagement as attendance at our Business After Hours
events, Annual Dinner, PWN Workshops, and Steak Fry in the Country all increased from prior years. We
focused on issues such as workforce, childcare, the Sterling Riverfront Reimagined project, and provided
resources and advocacy regarding local, state, and federal topics as well as legislation that impacted our
members. In November we were awarded a 5 Star Accreditation from the United States Chamber of
Commerce, putting the SVACC in the top 3% of Chambers in the country!

In 2024, we will prioritize engaging our members; providing information, resources, and support in
regard to legislative issues; providing professional development; and working to help your business or
organization. We will continue to ensure the business community is part of key conversations and action
planning regarding Sterling Riverfront Reimagined, Workforce Development, childcare discussions, and
continue to promote shop local throughout the year.
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A Letter from the Board President:

Thanks to the continued support and
loyalty of our members and the
community, the Sauk Valley Area
Chamber celebrated many successes in
2023. With over 400 members, your
businesses and organizations play a vital
role in the progress and advancement of
the Sauk Valley. As we embark on 2024,
which is off to a great start, we eagerly
anticipate another year of growth,
opportunity, and collaboration. We wish
you all the best in the year ahead.

Dr. Jon Mandrell
SVCC
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2023 Board of Directors:

Lance Buser - Walmart DC #7024

Sandi Cavazos - US Bank

Tim Determan - Pinney Printing

Pam Fluck — Self Help Enterprises

Ryan Olson — Ward Murray Pace & Johnson
Josh Johnson — Whiteside Area Career Center
Kristina Kaecker - Kunes RV

Dave Knie — Knie Appliance and TV

Rebecca Munoz-Ripley - YWCA of the Sauk Valley
Steve Munson - retired

Violet Nava - Sauk Valley Bank

Jon Mandrell — Sauk Valley Community College
Alejandro Rivera — RE/MAX Sauk Valley

Geoff Wright — CGH Medical Center

Katie Whitehead - HALO Branded Solutions
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Community Investment:

Community Investment $68,924.00 given
back, including:

e $21,750.00 for scholarships
e $47,174.00 to education, non profit
organizations & service clubs

122 Individuals Volunteered on a
chamber committee in 2023.

263 members volunteered at
community events.

In the Community:

The SVACC works to impact change as
part of these initiatives

o Certificate of Employability Workshop
Child Care Task Force
NCI Works Local Workforce Board
Sauk Valley Keystone Group
Sauk Valley Leadership Program
Sterling Riverfront Commission
Regional Manufacturing Group
WACC CEO program
Whiteside County Healthier
Communities Partnership

ANNUAL REPORT 2023 PAGE 5



IS S VA CC O

57th annual Charles Farnham Golf Outing.
Thanks to the incredible support of sponsors
and 128 golfers, this event raised funds for
business scholarships and supports local
workforce development efforts.

70th annual Fiesta Parade & Celebration.
Over 4,000 people enjoyed a day of
celebrating Hispanic heritage in the
Sauk Valley at the Fiesta Parade and
Celebration at Grandon Civic Center.

Steak Fry in the Country.
Held in August, this event welcomed
over 380 supporters, and raised over
$40,000 to support Ag education in

the Sauk Valley.

Manufacturing Dinner.
Over 180 supporters of the manufacturing
industry joined together at the fifth annual event
to celebrate manufacturing in the Sauk Valley.
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IARERF Gexw , , EEEIIEOXO JAIhX 6E AxATxeEGEE GceEhac CEECEChAGExe:
WA @6L 68 6ox , Ehaceli ~AShaATohetaa 26aaxei AZ0 IAGEhE TEAAIGGxx EASG TEEAGEHL
e TO LEARN 1L AGGxa0a4 Gij& pecaxsetcaAi < EAxalg  xGijeen ijeeusceEst XxaiiAcilIx aEOAGXE ijise Gox
a&iex0 WGAGx , CAATxé &4 , EAAxeIx AZO liitacie , cAATxe €4 , EAAxeIxi AAO A Xhalc 6 XxAéa €3 E6AGX
ixa8elIAGEEA EAEATGEAA Ehe AxAT xeg
e TO ENGAGE Ggechag axG66taa éalleildxO Aad eAEATGaA TgAaax TL EAGGETEEAGAA ¢a ax €4 6gx , GAATxe
TEAAIGGxxEE 6ox , CHIOTASX ~Al ACe Txi ~AShAATOhetaa —eeGhAl SEhAOGAT ix& WEacs A3 wehaost AAO Fas
28a 2AL&)
e TO PROMOTE Ggxée Thétaxse 6e 6eaAaErAGEA Goechac éil 1&a Thectaast AOTIASGEE Gex w , ,  xijéixGexet Aad
EAEGETEEAGEAA £a Axij exeiOxa0 taaceAAGCA EATUXGE
= x 16a6tahx0 6& AOIJETAGx ace Ehe AxATxeé AG Gex (1€ TAIk 86AGxE AAO aAGEAAI ixIIxi €& exixIJAAG
Thetaxee iechxe eeaAailiaa i TAI TAAOIOAGx acehAs ace xix 16x0 caatleAist EhEEECeGaA 6gx < ,F,p
Ixa8IAGHIx [hAToxEaE AR CBEGEAA 1jCEUBCEES &3 8GAGX AR axOxeAl IxASIAGIIX t88hx& Aéx A éxij E4 6ox
iJALE ijx AOUETAGXO 4cé Ehe AxAT xad 83 RERF
Strengthen the Local Community
~gx , GAATx¢ ijEeux0 OtitaxaGil 6& uxxE 6gx wAhU — AlixL AEIkaa aceijAed Aad xaghéetaa Gox Thetaxes
IEAARAGL ijAE EAG ¢4 ITCAANAGL 6aEGEAGEIx &3 ClIxe Gex EASG [xAg
AaO xOnTAGEaE x AEiELxés AAD 6hOxA683 eEE EChOxA68 46EA IETAI Glac ETCEEIE EAGGTIREAGXO faGexw ™ , ,
, ¥eGiAETAGx G4 BAEICLATAGL = BeUBCEE 66 aAiA e3ACeAAGEA B I TAI TAexxe EAGCIJALE ARO x&&xHGHAI Skl
axx0x0 3 Gex ijEEUEIATxE
o ellxé BREIEEE ta eI cCiABCIES ijAE AlICTAGXO TLGexw , , GE IETAI 86hOxAG6E Eneéhiaa TAexxes éa
AaceThiGhexi Theeaxest ce AAAhAATCheiaal wicelACBGIES ijxeéx AieE AlIETAGxO 46é A 86hOxAG6 &4 FESEARET
CxeiGAAxA
o ~cxw ,, I6alIxax0 uxL TEAARAGL EAeGaxes Aé EAEG 64 Gex , GlIOTAEx ~Adl @EeTx 6& AOOéexas IETAI
TciiOTAex TcAiixaaxe AAO OxIIXICE 8EINGIEAS 11 xaaAAaA xAEICLxedi xOhTAGEA 8LEGxASE TcHOTAéX
EecliOxeet AAO GeaAREIAGEAS 1jCetaa ijicc 6ET exxuxedi~cx , CAATxe xA8AAx0 xix16x0 EaatlAls 63 Ggie
§3EGRAGHIX ABO EASGETSEAGXO ¢a TEAIIXEBAGEAS ijibc 2 , Bw AZO I2Fwh
o & EAEC G4 6Cx WoxElAa sklixeaecas , EAARSICAL Gex , CAATxe TEUIATEEAGXO ijiGc Gox , 66L &4 woxelkaa ace
TCAGHAN*O E6BAexEE BA Gox WoXElEAA SHIxeaeEas sxeAAAAx0 Eecix 6
Enhance Community Leadership
~gx , CAATxé 1€a6tanhx0 6& EeEAELx AZO EhEEEEG ixAOxeEGEE baEGEAGEIxE GeeEhacEhG Gex wARD — AliixLa
o _ Cijéa e S6c LxAék Gox wARD ~AlixL , EAARAIGL XxAOxEEGIE pecacAA TEAGkaNxE 6& EeEINROx talexOiTix
BEEGEGhAGxS ace EeaxasicaAl AAO ExescaAl 26Cijoci ~cx RERRIRF 1ECEE6 4eAORAGXO Re EAGG TEEARGE AZO
Ggx 4Ail 64 RERF ijxITEAXO ®r Axij EACGIEEAAGE GE Gox EeCacAAL
o 15868 GRGC LxAeiGox =, ,6e EecachA TeaGaNxE 68 E6IE0x AbxA Glac & TCEEIR B6hOXEGE A hatEhx
xKExeixAIx GE xKEiGex xaGexEexaxhesctEs ixAea Acex ATENG TAéxxe EAGGIJALE 63 Gox wAhU ~ Aiix L AAO AxxG
uxL TEAARAGL ixAOxeé
AxXGGEAA BAIIGIXO 3 Gox TEAANAGLE 12 RERF GEE TS &4 $86xex86 eATINOXO cEhataal BIAT st IENAIGL &4 itax
AAxaiGExeE AAO Gex wexeitaa stlixeaecas OxIIxiEEAXAG)
o Xs6pes~RERR p A6F



